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DEVELOPMENTS IN VIETNAM DURING THE CH’IN,

" HAN AND SIX DYNASTIES
L, Shih-peng

The Vietnamese people are descended from a western branch, called Lo-yteh(Es5#E),
of the Po-yiieh (&%) people who moved from southern China to the Tonkin and
Annam areas of present Vietnam. Prior to the Ch’in (%) dynasty, they retained a
tribal social system and primitive cultural character. '

In 214 B. C. the CWin regime conquered the Nan-yiieh (Fﬁ@) territory (including
the present Kuangtung, Kuangsi and Northern Vietnam), and created a province
called Hsiang-chun (%# Elephant province) in Vietnam, which extended to the point
now called Cape Varella (12° 53’ N. 109° 27" E.). The Ck’in established an admin-
istrative system and sent Chinese emigrants, most of them convicts, to settle in the
area. These emigrants carried Chinese culture and customs to the native people.

At the end of the Ch’in dynasty, a Chinese official, Chao T’o (#{&), made this
territory a kindom called Nan-yiieh. The Chao dynasty ruled for ninety seven years
(207-111 B. C.). The most important developments during this period were the intro-
duction from China of the water buffalo and plow for use in agriculture and the
reform of manff tribal customs.

In 111 B. C. Han Wu-ti (##75%) conquered the Chao Kingdom and divided it into
nine provinces. Three provinces, Chiao Chih (%¢jt), Chiu Chen (JL$t), and Jih Nan
(B®), are located in present Vietnam. The Han continued to encourage Chinese
settlement of Vietnam and the native people received further Chinese influence. In
the early part of the first century A.D. a few model officials, such as Hsi Kuang(85¥t)
and Jen Yen({F4E), established the marriage system and school education. Subsequently
the cultural and economic development of Vietnam was rapid and approached the
level of the central Chinese provinces.

The population increased from 400,000 in 111 B. C. to 980,000 a centiury later
(shortly before the birth of Christ), and reached more than 12,000,000 by the end of
the second century A.D., largely owing to ecopomic and social innovations introduced.
from China. ‘

At the end of the Han dynasty, a famous official, Shih Hsieh(J4:%)ruled Vietnam,
then called Chiao Chou (3£4]), as a semi-independent territory (187-226 A. D.). Among:
the increasing number “of Chinese immigrants at this time were many educated:
Chinese who fled to Vietham to escape from the general warfare in China. This
single peaceful region was thereby brought to a cultural and scholarly level equal to
that of other Chinese provinces.

During the Six dynasties, Chiao Chou was very rich and prosperous, and gave
financial support to the Wu (2), Chin (), Sung (%), CRi(#), and Liang ()
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dynasties.* Unfortunately, many officials who ruled Chiao Chou from the later Han
ldynasty to the Six dynasties were avarcious in grasping power and money,. and
rebellions occurred frequently However, through a long peried of development, Chiao
Chou became an area with a high. level .of culture .and an important center of
Buddhism. :

Owing to the increase of wealth and the dissemination of education, the Viet-

i

mnamese claimed leadership within their native land and asked for equality in holding
official positions in the Central and provincial governments. Consequently, some
talented men became officials in their local govérnfnents and in other Chinhese
Pprovinces, whereas others who were dissatisfied with their low ranks became 1eaders
in rebellions against Chinese rule, Some scholars became famous hlstorzcal figures
and contributed greatly to the classical heritage of China.

# During the Chen (f) dynasty, Chiao Chou became 1ndependent and was outside the control of
the Central government until the early Sui {(F5)" dynasty



